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John Calvin (1509 —1564).

A student of theology in Paris intending to become a priest in the Roman Catholic Church.

The Reformation Movement was gaining momentum in France at this time.

Melchlor Wolmar and Nicolas Cop were two leaders of the Reformed doctrine, and they had a
great influence on John Calvin: all three eventually fied for iheir iives.

One major break with the Catholic church involved their doctrine of Papal infallibility.

John Calvin came to Geneva, Switzerland, and he became the favored speaker for the
Reformed Movement along with a man named Farel.

This whole movement became known as the Protestant Reformation Movement because of
their protests against many of the doctrines of Catholicism.

There are 5 basic and distinct doctrines defined as being “Calvinistic:”

T - Total Hereditary Depravity: from the moment of conception, eventual birth,
one is guilty of Adam’s sin and is doomed to torment unless he is among the elect.

U - Unconditional Election: God has pre-determined the “number” and the “who”
that will be saved, and this number will not and cannot be changed.

L - Limited Atonement: Jesus’ death was not for all the people of the world; rather,
for only those chosen by God’s “unconditional election.”

I - Irresistible Grace: the Holy Spirit will directly operate on the hearts of those who are
to be saved so that they cannot resist the salvation God has provided for them.

P - Preservation of the Saints: once saved, always saved; it is impossible for one
to fall from God’s saving grace once he has received it.

1. TOTAL HEREDITARY DEPRAVITY

In 1618, 54 years after Calvin’s death, the Synod of Dordt took the doctrines taught
by Calvin and formulated them into an aggregate called Canons of Dordt.

Articles 2 and 3 under “Third and Forth Heads of Doctrine”
“Man after the fall begat children in his own likeness.

A corrupt stock produced a corrupt offspring. Hence all

posterity of Adam, Christ only excepted, have derived

corruption from their original parents ... Therefore all men

are conceived in sin, and are by nature children of wrath,
incapable of saving good, prone to evil, dead in sin,

and in bondage thereto ... «

(Calvinism In The Light of God’s Word, C.A. Feenstra, page 68)




The Bible answers:

(Isaiah 7:16) “For before the child shall know to refuse the evil and
choose the good, the land ...

(Psalm 106:37-38) “They even sacrificed their sons and their daughters
to demons, and shed innocent blood, ... “

(Ezekiel 18:19-20) ... the soul who sins shall die. The son shall not bear the
guilt of the father, nor the father bear the guilt of the son ... “

(Ecclesiastes 7:29) “Truly, this only I have found: That God made man upright,
but they have sought out many schemes (“inventions”).”

2. UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION

Canon of Dordt, First Head of Doctrine, Articie 7
“This elect number, though by nature neither better nor more deserving
than others, but involved with them in one common misery, God has
decreed to give to Christ to be saved by Him, and effectually to call
and draw them to His communion by His Word and Spirit; to bestow
upon them true faith, justification, and sanctification; and
having powerfully preserved them in the fellowship of His Son.”

Article 2

“And as God Himself is the most wise, unchangeable, omniscient,
and omnipotent, so the election made by Him can neither be
interrupted nor changed, recalled or annulled; neither can the elect
be cast away, nor their number diminished.”

John Calvin

“All are not created on equal terms, but some are pre-ordained
to eternal life, others to eternal damnation; and accordingly,
as each has been created for one or the other of these ends,

we say, we have been pre-destined to life or to death.”

The Bible answers:
(1 Timothy 2:3-4) “ ... who will have all men to be saved ... ¢

(Titus 2:11) “The grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men”
(2 Peter 3:9) “... not willing that any should perish ... “

3. LIMITED ATONEMENT

Canon of Dordt, Second Head of Doctrine, Article 8
“ ... it was the will of God that Christ by the blood of the cross,
whereby He confirmed the new covenant, should effectually redeem
out of every people, tribe, nation, and language, all those,
and only those, who were from eternity chosen to salvation.”

Steele and Thomas (The 5 Points of Calvinism) wrote:

“But He came into the world to represent and save only those given Him
by the Father. Thus Christ’s work was limited in that it was designed
to save some and not others.”




